
Princess of Israel



I Samuel 18
17 Then Saul said to David, “Here is my older daughter Merab; I will give her to 
you as a wife. Only be valiant for me, and fight the Lord’s battles.” For Saul 
thought, “Let my hand not be against him, but let the hand of the Philistines be 
against him.”
18 So David said to Saul, “Who am I, and what is my life or my father’s family in 
Israel, that I should be son-in-law to the king?” 19 But it happened at the time 
when Merab, Saul’s daughter, should have been given to David, that she was 
given to Adriel the Meholathite as a wife.
20 Now Michal, Saul’s daughter, loved David. And they told Saul, and the thing 
pleased him. 21 So Saul said, “I will give her to him, that she may be a snare to 
him, and that the hand of the Philistines may be against him.” Therefore Saul said 
to David a second time, “You shall be my son-in-law today.”
22 And Saul commanded his servants, “Communicate with David secretly, and 
say, ‘Look, the king has delight in you, and all his servants love you. Now 
therefore, become the king’s son-in-law.’ ”



23 So Saul’s servants spoke those words in the hearing of David. And David said, 
“Does it seem to you a light thing to be a king’s son-in-law, seeing I am a poor and 
lightly esteemed man?” 24 And the servants of Saul told him, saying, “In this 
manner David spoke.”

25 Then Saul said, “Thus you shall say to David: ‘The king does not desire any 
dowry but one hundred foreskins of the Philistines, to take vengeance on the king’s 
enemies.’ ” But Saul thought to make David fall by the hand of the Philistines. 26 So 
when his servants told David these words, it pleased David well to become the 
king’s son-in-law. Now the days had not expired; 27 therefore David arose and 
went, he and his men, and killed two hundred men of the Philistines. And David 
brought their foreskins, and they gave them in full count to the king, that he might 
become the king’s son-in-law. Then Saul gave him Michal his daughter as a wife.

28 Thus Saul saw and knew that the Lord was with David, and that Michal, Saul’s 
daughter, loved him; 29 and Saul was still more afraid of David. So Saul became 
David’s enemy continually. 30 Then the princes of the Philistines went out to war. 
And so it was, whenever they went out, that David behaved more wisely than all 
the servants of Saul, so that his name became highly esteemed.



David

• Valiant warrior

18 years old

• God-fearing

…a man after God’s own heart.

• Wise

David behaved more wisely than all 
the servants of Saul, so that his 
name became highly esteemed



Poet / Musician

Thus says David the son of Jesse;

Thus says the man raised up on high,

The anointed of the God of Jacob,

And the sweet psalmist of Israel:

2 Samuel 6:5 Then David and all the house of Israel played 
music before the Lord on all kinds of instruments of fir 
wood, on harps, on stringed instruments, on tambourines, 
on sistrums, and on cymbals.

Psalm 6:1 To the Chief Musician. With stringed instruments. 
On an eight-stringed harp. A Psalm of David.



I Samuel 19

9…And David was playing music with his hand. 10 Then Saul sought to pin David to the wall 
with the spear, but he slipped away from Saul’s presence; and he drove the spear into the 
wall. So David fled and escaped that night.

11 Saul also sent messengers to David’s house to watch him and to kill him in the morning. 
And Michal, David’s wife, told him, saying, “If you do not save your life tonight, tomorrow 
you will be killed.” 12 So Michal let David down through a window. And he went and fled 
and escaped. 13 And Michal took an image and laid it in the bed, put a cover of goats’ hair 
for his head, and covered it with clothes. 14 So when Saul sent messengers to take David, 
she said, “He is sick.”

15 Then Saul sent the messengers back to see David, saying, “Bring him up to me in the 
bed, that I may kill him.” 16 And when the messengers had come in, there was the image in 
the bed, with a cover of goats’ hair for his head. 17 Then Saul said to Michal, “Why have 
you deceived me like this, and sent my enemy away, so that he has escaped?”

And Michal answered Saul, “He said to me, ‘Let me go! Why should I kill you?’ ”

18 So David fled and escaped, and went to Samuel at Ramah, and told him all that Saul had 
done to him. 



Ideal for Marriage

Genesis 2:24 Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and be 
joined to his wife, and they shall become one flesh.

Malachi 2

14 Yet you say, “For what reason?” Because the Lord has been witness 
between you and the wife of your youth, With whom you have dealt 
treacherously; Yet she is your companion and your wife by covenant.

15 But did He not make them one, having a remnant of the Spirit? 

And why one? He seeks godly offspring. 

Therefore, take heed to your spirit and let none deal treacherously with the 
wife of his youth.

16 “For the Lord God of Israel says that He hates divorce…



Ideal for Marriage

Ephesians 5:25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for 
her…

33 Nevertheless let each one of you in particular so love his own wife as himself, and let the wife 
see that she respects her husband.

Colossians 3:19 Husbands, love your wives and do not be bitter toward them.

Proverbs 31

11 The heart of her husband safely trusts her;

So he will have no lack of gain.

12 She does him good and not evil

All the days of her life.

28 Her children rise up and call her blessed;

Her husband also, and he praises her:



Abigail

• I Samuel 25: 2 Now there was a man in Maon whose business was in 
Carmel, and the man was very rich. He had three thousand sheep and 
a thousand goats. And he was shearing his sheep in Carmel. 3 The 
name of the man was Nabal, and the name of his wife Abigail. And 
she was a woman of good understanding and beautiful appearance; 
but the man was harsh and evil in his doings. He was of the house of 
Caleb.



• 32 Then David said to Abigail: “Blessed is the Lord God of Israel, who sent 
you this day to meet me! 33 And blessed is your advice and 
blessed are you, because you have kept me this day from coming to 
bloodshed and from avenging myself with my own hand. 34 For 
indeed, as the Lord God of Israel lives, who has kept me back from hurting 
you, unless you had hurried and come to meet me, surely by morning light 
no males would have been left to Nabal!” 35 So David received from her 
hand what she had brought him, and said to her, “Go up in peace to your 
house. See, I have heeded your voice and respected your person.”

• 36 Now Abigail went to Nabal, and there he was, holding a feast in his 
house, like the feast of a king. And Nabal’s heart was merry within him, for 
he was very drunk; therefore she told him nothing, little or much, until 
morning light. 37 So it was, in the morning, when the wine had gone from 
Nabal, and his wife had told him these things, that his heart died within 
him, and he became like a stone. 38 Then it happened, after about ten 
days, that the Lord struck Nabal, and he died.



• 39 So when David heard that Nabal was dead, he 
said, “Blessed be the Lord, who has pleaded the cause of my reproach from 
the hand of Nabal, and has kept His servant from evil! For 
the Lord has returned the wickedness of Nabal on his own head.”

• And David sent and proposed to Abigail, to take her as his wife. 40 When 
the servants of David had come to Abigail at Carmel, they spoke to her 
saying, “David sent us to you, to ask you to become his wife.”

• 41 Then she arose, bowed her face to the earth, and said, “Here is your 
maidservant, a servant to wash the feet of the servants of my lord.” 42 So 
Abigail rose in haste and rode on a donkey, [j]attended by five of her 
maidens; and she followed the messengers of David, and became his 
wife. 43 David also took Ahinoam of Jezreel, and so both of them were his 
wives.

• 44 But Saul had given Michal his daughter, David’s wife, to [k]Palti the son 
of Laish, who was from Gallim.



2 Samuel 3

13 And David said, “Good, I will make a covenant with you. But one 
thing I require of you: you shall not see my face unless you first bring 
Michal, Saul’s daughter, when you come to see my face.” 14 So David 
sent messengers to Ishbosheth, Saul’s son, saying, “Give me my wife 
Michal, whom I betrothed to myself for a hundred foreskins of the 
Philistines.” 15 And Ishbosheth sent and took her from her husband, 
from Paltiel the son of Laish. 16 Then her husband went along with her 
to Bahurim, weeping behind her. So Abner said to him, “Go, return!” 
And he returned.



Situation now…

2 Samuel 3:1 Now there was a long war between the house of Saul and 
the house of David. But David grew stronger and stronger, and the 
house of Saul grew weaker and weaker.

2 Sons were born to David in Hebron: His firstborn was Amnon by 
Ahinoam the Jezreelitess; 3 his second, Chileab, by Abigail the widow of 
Nabal the Carmelite; the third, Absalom the son of Maacah, the 
daughter of Talmai, king of Geshur; 4 the fourth, Adonijah the son of 
Haggith; the fifth, Shephatiah the son of Abital; 5 and the sixth, 
Ithream, by David’s wife Eglah. These were born to David in Hebron.



Polygamy

• Lamech took two wives Genesis 4:19

• Hagar and Sarah in Genesis 16

• Rachel and Leah Genesis 29-30

• Solomon’s wives - downfall of Israel I Kings

• Old Testament Leaders 

Deuteronomy 17:17: “Neither shall he multiply wives for himself, lest 
his heart turn away; nor shall he greatly multiply silver and gold for 
himself.”

• New Testament Leaders: “Husband of one wife.”



From the beginning it was not so…

Matthew 19

3 The Pharisees also came to Him, testing Him, and saying to Him, “Is it lawful for a 
man to divorce his wife for just any reason?”

4 And He answered and said to them, “Have you not read that He who made them 
at the beginning ‘made them male and female,’ 5 and said, ‘For this reason a man 
shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall 
become one flesh’? 6 So then, they are no longer two but one flesh. Therefore 
what God has joined together, let not man separate.”

7 They said to Him, “Why then did Moses command to give a certificate of divorce, 
and to put her away?”

8 He said to them, “Moses, because of the hardness of your hearts, permitted you 
to divorce your wives, but from the beginning it was not so. 9 And I say to you, 
whoever divorces his wife, except for sexual immorality, and marries another, 
commits adultery; and whoever marries her who is divorced commits adultery.”



2 Samuel 6:12…So David went and brought up the ark of God from the 
house of Obed-Edom to the City of David with gladness. 13 And so it 
was, when those bearing the ark of the Lord had gone six paces, that 
he sacrificed oxen and fatted sheep. 14 Then David danced before the 
Lord with all his might; and David was wearing a linen ephod. 15 So 
David and all the house of Israel brought up the ark of the Lord with 
shouting and with the sound of the trumpet.

16 Now as the ark of the Lord came into the City of David, Michal, 
Saul’s daughter, looked through a window and saw King David leaping 
and whirling before the Lord; and she despised him in her heart. 17 So 
they brought the ark of the Lord, and set it in its place in the midst of 
the tabernacle that David had erected for it.



• 20 Then David returned to bless his household. And Michal the 
daughter of Saul came out to meet David, and said, “How glorious 
was the king of Israel today, uncovering himself today in the eyes of 
the maids of his servants, as one of the base fellows shamelessly 
uncovers himself!”

• 21 So David said to Michal, “It was before the Lord, who chose me 
instead of your father and all his house, to appoint me ruler over the 
people of the Lord, over Israel. Therefore I will play music before the 
Lord. 22 And I will be even more undignified than this, and will be 
humble in my own sight. But as for the maidservants of whom you 
have spoken, by them I will be held in honor.”

• 23 Therefore Michal the daughter of Saul had no children to the day 
of her death.



Michal: “Dwell with your wives according to 
knowledge…”
• Abandoned by David

• “Collected” from her 
husband of 12 years

• Reintroduced as one of 
many wives

• Left alone in Jerusalem

• Civil War with her father
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