
Simon Peter and 
Judas Iscariot



Apostles

The term apostle comes from 
the Greek apóstolos
(ἀπόστολος) – formed from 
the prefix apó- (ἀπό-, 'from') 
and root stéllō (στέλλω, 'I 
send') – meaning 'messenger, 
envoy’. 

Roman “Legati” - high-
ranking Roman military officer 
in the Roman Army, 
equivalent to a modern high-
ranking general officer – used 
to delegate power



Peter is recruited

Luke 5:1 Now it happened that while the crowd was pressing around Him 
and listening to the word of God, He was standing by the lake of 
Gennesaret; 2 and He saw two boats lying at the edge of the lake; but the 
fishermen had gotten out of them and were washing their nets. 3 And He 
got into one of the boats, which was Simon’s, and asked him to put out a 
little way from the land. And He sat down and began teaching the people 
from the boat. 4 When He had finished speaking, He said to Simon, “Put 
out into the deep water and let down your nets for a catch.” 5 Simon 
answered and said, “Master, we worked hard all night and caught 
nothing, but I will do as You say and let down the nets…”



6 When they had done this, they enclosed a great quantity of fish, and 
their nets began to break; 7 so they signaled to their partners in the other 
boat for them to come and help them. And they came and filled both of 
the boats, so that they began to sink. 8 But when Simon Peter saw that, 
he fell down at Jesus’ feet, saying, “Go away from me Lord, for I am a 
sinful man!” 9 For amazement had seized him and all his companions 
because of the catch of fish which they had taken; 10 and so also were 
James and John, sons of Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. And 
Jesus said to Simon, “Do not fear, from now on you will be catching men.” 
11 When they had brought their boats to land, they left everything and 
followed Him.



Peter is a “rock”

Matthew 10:13 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea 
Philippi, He was asking His disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of 
Man is?” 14 And they said, “Some say John the Baptist; and others, Elijah; 
but still others, Jeremiah, or one of the prophets.” 15 He said to them, 
“But who do you say that I am?” 16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the 
Christ, the Son of the living God.” 17 And Jesus said to him, “Blessed are 
you, Simon Barjona, because flesh and blood did not reveal this to you, 
but My Father who is in heaven. 18 I also say to you that you are Peter, 
and upon this rock I will build My church; and the gates of Hades will not 
overpower it. 



“Peter” is derived from Greek 
Πέτρος, Petros (a masculine 
form of Greek petra, the 
word for "rock" or "stone"), 
which itself was a translation 
of Aramaic Kefa ("stone, 
rock"), the new name Jesus 
gave to apostle Simon Bar-
Jona.

Immovable, foundational, 
solid



Judas: one of the chosen

Matthew 10:1 Jesus summoned His twelve disciples and gave them 
authority over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal every kind of 
disease and every kind of sickness.
2 Now the names of the twelve apostles are these: The first, Simon, who 
is called Peter, and Andrew his brother; and James the son of Zebedee, 
and John his brother; 3 Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew 
the tax collector; James the son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; 4 Simon the 
Zealot, and Judas Iscariot, the one who betrayed Him.

Diverse group: Fishermen, tax collector for Rome, Canaanite zealot, 
medical doctor… Perhaps Judas had a profession as a banker or 
merchant.



Judas seeks to betray Jesus

Luke 22:1 Now the Feast of Unleavened Bread, which is called the 
Passover, was approaching. 2 The chief priests and the scribes were 
seeking how they might put Him to death; for they were afraid of the 
people.
3 And Satan entered into Judas who was called Iscariot, belonging to the 
number of the twelve. 4 And he went away and discussed with the chief 
priests and officers how he might betray Him to them. 5 They were glad 
and agreed to give him money. 6 So he consented, and began seeking a 
good opportunity to betray Him to them apart from the crowd….



Satan entered the heart of Judas

John 13:1 Now before the Feast of the Passover, Jesus knowing that His 
hour had come that He would depart out of this world to the Father, 
having loved His own who were in the world, He loved them to the end. 2 
During supper, the devil having already put into the heart of Judas 
Iscariot, the son of Simon, to betray Him, 3 Jesus, knowing that the Father 
had given all things into His hands, and that He had come forth from God 
and was going back to God, 4 got up from supper, and laid aside His 
garments; and taking a towel, He girded Himself. 5 Then He poured water 
into the basin, and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them 
with the towel with which He was girded.



Judas was a trusted apostle

John 13:21 When Jesus had said this, He became troubled in spirit, and 
testified and said, “Truly, truly, I say to you, that one of you will betray 
Me.” 22 The disciples began looking at one another, at a loss to know of 
which one He was speaking. 23 There was reclining on Jesus’ bosom one 
of His disciples, whom Jesus loved. 24 So Simon Peter gestured to him, 
and said to him, “Tell us who it is of whom He is speaking.” 25 He, leaning 
back thus on Jesus’ bosom, said to Him, “Lord, who is it?” 26 Jesus then 
answered, “That is the one for whom I shall dip the morsel and give it to 
him.” So when He had dipped the morsel, He took and gave it to Judas, 
the son of Simon Iscariot… 



27 After the morsel, Satan then entered into him. Therefore Jesus said to 
him, “What you do, do quickly.” 28 Now no one of those reclining at the 
table knew for what purpose He had said this to him. 29 For some were 
supposing, because Judas had the money box, that Jesus was saying to 
him, “Buy the things we have need of for the feast”; or else, that he 
should give something to the poor. 30 So after receiving the morsel he 
went out immediately; and it was night.



Judas was a thief

John 12:1 Jesus, therefore, six days before the Passover, came to Bethany 
where Lazarus was, whom Jesus had raised from the dead. 2 So they 
made Him a supper there, and Martha was serving; but Lazarus was one 
of those reclining at the table with Him. 3 Mary then took a pound of 
very costly perfume of pure spikenard, and anointed the feet of Jesus and 
wiped His feet with her hair; and the house was filled with the fragrance 
of the perfume. 4 But Judas Iscariot, one of His disciples, who was 
intending to betray Him, said, 5 “Why was this perfume not sold for three 
hundred denarii [nearly a yearly wage] and given to the poor?” 6 Now he 
said this, not because he was concerned about the poor, but because he 
was a thief, and as he had the money box, he used to pilfer what was put 
into it.



Ephesians 4:25 Therefore, laying aside 
falsehood, speak truth each one of you 
with his neighbor, for we are members 
of one another. 26 Be angry, and yet do 
not sin; do not let the sun go down on 
your anger, 27 and do not give the 
devil an opportunity. [KJ version: 
Neither give place to the devil.] 28 He 
who steals must steal no longer; but 
rather he must labor, performing with 
his own hands what is good, so that he 
will have something to share with one 
who has need



Satan desired Peter’s heart as well

Luke 22:21 But behold, the hand of the one betraying Me is with Mine on 
the table. 22 For indeed, the Son of Man is going as it has been 
determined; but woe to that man by whom He is betrayed!” 23 And they 
began to discuss among themselves which one of them it might be who 
was going to do this thing.
31 “Simon, Simon, behold, Satan has demanded permission to sift you 
like wheat; 32 but I have prayed for you, that your faith may not fail; and 
you, when once you have turned again, strengthen your brothers.” 33 But 
he said to Him, “Lord, with You I am ready to go both to prison and to 
death!” 34 And He said, “I say to you, Peter, the rooster will not crow 
today until you have denied three times that you know Me.”



Judas betrays Jesus; Peter defends Jesus; disciples fled

Matthew 26:47 While He was still speaking, behold, Judas, one of the 
twelve, came up accompanied by a large crowd with swords and clubs, 
who came from the chief priests and elders of the people. 48 Now he 
who was betraying Him gave them a sign, saying, “Whomever I kiss, He is 
the one; seize Him.” 49 Immediately Judas went to Jesus and said, “Hail, 
Rabbi!” and kissed Him. 50 And Jesus said to him, “Friend, do what you 
have come for.” Then they came and laid hands on Jesus and seized Him…



51 And behold, one of those who were with Jesus reached and drew out 
his sword, and struck the slave of the high priest and cut off his ear. 52 
Then Jesus said to him, “Put your sword back into its place; for all those 
who take up the sword shall perish by the sword. 53 Or do you think that 
I cannot appeal to My Father, and He will at once put at My disposal more 
than twelve legions of angels? 54 How then will the Scriptures be 
fulfilled, which say that it must happen this way?”
55 At that time Jesus said to the crowds, “Have you come out with 
swords and clubs to arrest Me as you would against a robber? Every day I 
used to sit in the temple teaching and you did not seize Me. 56 But all 
this has taken place to fulfill the Scriptures of the prophets.” Then all the 
disciples left Him and fled.



Peter denies Jesus

Luke 22:54 Having arrested Him, they led Him away and brought Him to 
the house of the high priest; but Peter was following at a distance. 55 
After they had kindled a fire in the middle of the courtyard and had sat 
down together, Peter was sitting among them. 56 And a servant-girl [John 
18 …of the high priest, being a relative of the one whose ear Peter cut 
off], seeing him as he sat in the firelight and looking intently at him, said, 
“This man was with Him too.” 57 But he denied it, saying, “Woman, I do 
not know Him.”  [Mark 14 And he went out onto the porch] 58 A little 
later, another saw him and said, “You are one of them too!” But Peter 
said, “Man, I am not!”…



59 After about an hour had passed, another man began to insist, saying, 
“Certainly this man also was with Him, for he is a Galilean too.” [Mathew 
26 “Surely you too are one of them; for even the way you talk gives you 
away.”] 60 But Peter said, “Man, I do not know what you are talking 
about.” [Mark 14 But he began to curse and swear, “I do not know this 
man you are talking about!”] Immediately, while he was still speaking, a 
rooster crowed. 61 The Lord turned and looked at Peter. And Peter 
remembered the word of the Lord, how He had told him, “Before a 
rooster crows today, you will deny Me three times.” 62 And he went out 
and wept bitterly.



Judas feels profound regret

Matthew 27:1 Now when morning came, all the chief priests and the 
elders of the people conferred together against Jesus to put Him to 
death; 2 and they bound Him, and led Him away and delivered Him to 
Pilate the governor.
3 Then when Judas, who had betrayed Him, saw that He had been 
condemned, he felt remorse and returned the thirty pieces of silver to 
the chief priests and elders, 4 saying, “I have sinned by betraying 
innocent blood.” But they said, “What is that to us? See to that yourself!” 
5 And he threw the pieces of silver into the temple sanctuary and 
departed; and he went away and hanged himself… 



6 The chief priests took the pieces of silver and said, “It is not lawful to 
put them into the temple treasury, since it is the price of blood.” 7 And 
they conferred together and with the money bought the Potter’s Field as 
a burial place for strangers. 8 For this reason that field has been called 
the Field of Blood to this day. 9 Then that which was spoken through 
Jeremiah the prophet was fulfilled: “AND THEY TOOK THE THIRTY PIECES 
OF SILVER, THE PRICE OF THE ONE WHOSE PRICE HAD BEEN SET by the 
sons of Israel; 10 AND THEY GAVE THEM FOR THE POTTER’S FIELD, AS THE 
LORD DIRECTED ME.”



Peter returns to fishing

John 21:1 After these things Jesus manifested Himself again to the 
disciples at the Sea of Tiberias, and He manifested Himself in this way. 2 
Simon Peter, and Thomas called Didymus, and Nathanael of Cana in 
Galilee, and the sons of Zebedee, and two others of His disciples were 
together. 3 Simon Peter said to them, “I am going fishing.” They said to 
him, “We will also come with you.” They went out and got into the boat; 
and that night they caught nothing.
4 But when the day was now breaking, Jesus stood on the beach; yet the 
disciples did not know that it was Jesus. 5 So Jesus said to them, 
“Children, you do not have any fish, do you?” They answered Him, “No…”



6 And He said to them, “Cast the net on the right-hand side of the boat 
and you will find a catch.” So they cast, and then they were not able to 
haul it in because of the great number of fish. 7 Therefore that disciple 
whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord.” So when Simon Peter 
heard that it was the Lord, he put his outer garment on (for he was 
stripped for work), and threw himself into the sea. 8 But the other 
disciples came in the little boat, for they were not far from the land, but 
about one hundred yards away, dragging the net full of fish.
9 So when they got out on the land, they saw a charcoal fire already laid 
and fish placed on it, and bread. 10 Jesus said to them, “Bring some of 
the fish which you have now caught.” 11 Simon Peter went up and drew 
the net to land, full of large fish, a hundred and fifty-three; and although 
there were so many, the net was not torn.



Peter is restored

John 21:15 So when they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon 
Peter, “Simon, son of John, do you love Me more than these?” He said to 
Him, “Yes, Lord; You know that I love You.” He said to him, “Tend My 
lambs.” 16 He said to him again a second time, “Simon, son of John, do 
you love Me?” He said to Him, “Yes, Lord; You know that I love You.” He 
said to him, “Shepherd My sheep.” 17 He said to him the third time, 
“Simon, son of John, do you love Me?” Peter was grieved because He said 
to him the third time, “Do you love Me?” And he said to Him, “Lord, You 
know all things; You know that I love You.” Jesus said to him, “Tend My 
sheep.



PETER

• Hand-picked by Jesus

• Loved and trusted

• Given trust and responsibility

• Told to be diligent, to have 
faith, and to serve others

• Had good intentions

• Failed Jesus by denying him

• Gave up and went back to his 
old profession

• Repented and was restored; 
became a rock in the 1st

century church

JUDAS

• Hand-picked by Jesus

• Loved and trusted

• Given trust and responsibility

• Told to be diligent, to have 
faith, and to serve others

• Had good intentions

• Failed Jesus by betraying him

• Gave up and killed himself


