
CHRIST IS RISEN.  HE IS RISEN 
INDEED. 

 
EVIDENCE FOR THE 

RESURRECTION 



• 1 Corinthians 15:13-19 (NASB) 13  But if there is 
no resurrection of the dead, not even Christ 
has been raised; 14  and if Christ has not 
been raised, then our preaching is vain, 
your faith also is vain. 15  Moreover we are 
even found to be false witnesses of God, 
because we testified against God that He 
raised Christ, whom He did not raise, if in 
fact the dead are not raised. 16  For if the 
dead are not raised, not even Christ has 
been raised; 17  and if Christ has not been 
raised, your faith is worthless; you are still 
in your sins. 18  Then those also who have 
fallen asleep in Christ have perished. 19  If 
we have hoped in Christ in this life only, we 
are of all men most to be pitied. 

 



Zoroaster, Confucius, Buddha, 
Muhammad, Marx, and Lenin. 

They are all dead and in the grave. 
 

But Jesus Christ is alive! 



Acts 17:31  
 

“Because He has appointed a 
Day on which He will judge 
the world in righteousness 
by the Man Whom He has 

ordained. He has given 
assurance of this to all by 

raising Him from the dead.”  
 



THE 
RESEARCH 

OF 
SKEPTICS 





•Thomas Arnold, Professor of History 
at Oxford University, one of the greatest 
historians of the 19th Century wrote:  

• “I know of no one fact in the history of 
mankind which is proved by better, 
fuller evidence of every sort, to the 
understanding of a fair enquirer, than 
the great sign which God has given us 
that Christ died and rose from the 
dead.” 
 







“The Testimony of the 
Evangelists” (Baker, 1874) he 

concluded: 
 

 “It was therefore impossible that 
they could have persisted in 

affirming the truths they have 
narrated, had not Jesus actually 

risen from the dead, and had they 
not known this fact as certainly as 

they knew any other fact.” 
 





LEE STROBEL 



II) THE FACTS 

• Matthew 27:62-66 (NIV2011)  
62  The next day, the one after Preparation Day, the 
chief priests and the Pharisees went to Pilate.  
63  “Sir,” they said, “we remember that while he was 
still alive that deceiver said, ‘After three days I will 
rise again.’  
64  So give the order for the tomb to be made secure 
until the third day. Otherwise, his disciples may 
come and steal the body and tell the people that he 
has been raised from the dead. This last deception 
will be worse than the first.”  
65  “Take a guard,” Pilate answered. “Go, make the 
tomb as secure as you know how.”  
66  So they went and made the tomb secure by 
putting a seal on the stone and posting the guard.  

 



Pontius Pilate 

“I’m innocent of 
this Man’s 

blood” (Matthew 
27:24).  



“Don’t have anything to do 
with that innocent man, for I 
have suffered a great deal 
today in a dream because of 
Him.” (Matthew 27:19)  
 



“‘Take a guard’, Pilate 
answered. ‘Go, make the 

tomb as secure as you know 
how’. So they went and 

made the tomb secure by 
putting a seal on the stone 

and posting the guard.”  
 

Matthew 27:65 
 



THE ROMAN GUARD 



CHRIST’S VICTORY OVER 
DEATH 

• “Now after the Sabbath, as the first day of the week 
began to dawn, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary 
came to see the tomb. And behold, there was a great 
earthquake; for an angel of the Lord descended from 
heaven, and came and rolled back the stone from the 
door, and sat on it. His countenance was like lightning, 
and his clothing as white as snow. And the guards shook 
for fear of him, and became like dead men. But the angel 
answered and said to the women, ‘Do not be afraid, for I 
know that you seek Jesus, Who was crucified. He is not 
here; for He is risen, as He said. Come, see the place 
where the Lord lay. And go quickly and tell His disciples 
that He is risen from the dead, and indeed He is going 
before you into Galilee; there you will see Him. Behold I 
have told you’. So they went out quickly from the tomb 
with fear and great joy, and ran to bring His disciples 
word. And as they went to tell His disciples, behold 
Jesus met them, saying ‘Rejoice!’, so they came and held 
Him by the feet and worshipped Him. Then Jesus said to 
them, ‘Do not be afraid. Go and tell my brethren to go to 
Galilee, and there they will see Me.’” Matthew 28:1-10 

 



ATTEMPTS TO AVOID THE TRUTH 
OF THE RESURRECTION 

• The first was to suggest that the disciples had 
stolen the body.  



DID JESUS REALLY DIE? 

Isaiah 52:14 (NIV2011)  
14  Just as there were many who were appalled at him— his 

appearance was so disfigured beyond that of any human 
being and his form marred beyond human likeness—  

 



THE EMPTY TOMB 

• Another desperate attempt to explain away the 
Resurrection of Christ has been that they went to the 
wrong tomb. 



THE ABSENCE OF THE 
BODY 

• “Therefore, let all the house of Israel know 
assuredly that God has made this Jesus, 
whom you crucified, both Lord and 
Christ.” Acts 2:36.  

• “And with great power the apostles gave 
witness to the Resurrection of the Lord 
Jesus.” Acts 4:33.  

 



THE CRISIS OF 
CREDIBILITY 

• To the Jewish religious leaders, this was their worst 
nightmare, a disaster. The proclamation of the 
Resurrection of Christ undermined their power and 
credibility.  

• Thousands of their followers now believed that they had 
condemned an innocent Man, the Messiah Himself.  

• The new religion of Christianity was undermining the 
power base and credibility of the Pharisees and 
Sadducees.  

• If the body of Jesus could have been found, Christianity 
could be stopped dead in its tracks and the threat to the 
religious status quo would have ended. Since they 
desperately needed Jesus’ corpse, the Jewish leaders 
would have used every means at their disposal to hunt it 
down and find it – they did not produce the body. 

 



THE TESTIMONY OF EYE 
WITNESSES 

• Mary Magdalene (John 20:11-18; Mark 16:9);  

• the other women (Matthew 28:8-10);  

• Peter (Luke 24:34);  

• the two disciples on the road to Emmaus (Luke 24:13-35);  

• ten of the disciples (Luke 24:36-43; John 20:19-24);  

• all eleven disciples, eight days later (John 20:24-29);  

• seven disciples by the Sea of Tiberius (John 21:1-23);  

• to five hundred at one time (1 Corinthians 15:6);  

• to James (1 Corinthians 15:7);  

• to all eleven apostles, and others, at the Ascension (Acts 1:3-12);  

• Paul (Acts 9:3-8);  

• and John (Revelation 1:12-18), all saw the Lord bodily raised from 
the dead. 

 



THE TRANSFORMATION OF 
THE DISCIPLES 

• The Resurrection of Christ from the dead 
transformed the disciples’ grief to joy, their 
cowardice to boldness, their skepticism to 
faith and their doubt to determination.  

• It turned Saul, the persecutor of the church into 
Paul the apostle of the church. 

• It also transformed society and history.  

• It changed the Jewish Sabbath into the Christian 
Lord’s Day.  

• What else could explain the replacement of Saturday 
as the Jewish day of rest into Sunday as the 
Christian Lord’s Day?  

 



William Sangster – the church leader 
and hymn writer – suffered from 
increasing paralysis which finally 
prevented him from even being able 
to talk.  
On his last Easter before he died, he 
wrote: “How terrible to wake up on 
Easter and have no voice to 
shout, ‘HE IS RISEN’, far worse, to 
have a voice and not to want to 
shout!” 
 



HE IS RISEN.  HE IS RISEN 
INDEED! 

• We serve a risen Savior! Death is defeated. 
Christ has risen – victorious over death, hell, Satan 
and the grave. 

• Jesus Christ is the Resurrection and the 
Life. He who believes in Christ, though he 
may die, yet shall he live - John 11:25. 

• “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, Who according to His 
abundant mercy has begotten us again to a 
living hope through the Resurrection of 
Jesus Christ from the dead.” 1 Peter 1:3 

 


